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AMERICAN STRATEGIES
May 28-June 5, 2013
2000 Respondents
1000 Respondents in all split samples
1500 Landline respondents, 500 Wireless respondents
Margin of error 2.2%

PULSE NATIONAL
FREQUENCIES

Q.2 Are you, or is anyone in your household, employed by a newspaper, television or radio station, a
political party, or by a candidate for political office?

Total
(TS -
N o SRR 100
(Not sure/refused) .........cuueeeiiiiiiieeee e -
(ref.MEDSCRN)

Q.3 Are you registered to vote at this address?

Total
D (=TSSR 89
o TSR 11
(DON"EKNOW) ..ttt e e e 0
(REFUSEA) ... e -

(ref:REGVT)

Q.5 Generally speaking, do you think that things in the country are going in the right direction or have they
pretty seriously gotten off on the wrong track?

Total
Right direCtion ..........ccoviiiiii e 33
WIONG TrACK ...t 58
(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 9
(REFUSEA) ... 1
Right direction - Wrong track .........cccccoeoeeeriiinii e -25

(ref:DIRECT)
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Q.6 Now, thinking a bit about the area where you live. | am going to read you a list of problems that many
areas are facing and | would like you to tell me how big a problem each one is in your area. For each issue,
| would like you to tell me if that issue is a very big problem, a fairly big problem, a moderate problem, a
slight problem, or not at all a problem. The first/next issue is...

Very Fairly Not Total Slight/

Big Big Mod Slight Atall (DK/ Big Not

Prob Prob Prob Prob Prob Ref) Prob Prob

6 Lack of affordable health care options .......... 29 15 24 11 16 6 44 27
7 Lack of available housing that is

affordable ..o 17 12 28 16 22 5 29 38
8 Job layoffs and unemployment .................... 30 18 26 12 10 4 48 22
D CriME..eiiie et 15 11 34 22 17 1 26 38
10 Keeping Americans safe from terrorism...... 17 10 22 16 32 3 27 48
11 Foreclosures on homes..........cccccccveeevnnneee. 16 13 28 19 17 7 29 36
(ref:PROBLEM)

Q.12 And thinking some more about housing, in general do you believe buying a home is a good financial
decision, or not?

Total
Strongly good dECISION..........ccoiiiiiiiiiie e 70
Not so strongly good decCiSioNn ............cceviiieiiiiiiine i 10
Not so strongly not good decision............ccceeiiieeiiiiiiiieiniieee e, 5
Strongly not good deCiSIiON...........eeviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 9
(DON"EKNOW) ..ttt e 5
(REFUSEA) ...t 0
Total Good dECISION ........uuuuuemmeeeeeriiirerirrr e 80
Total Not good decCiSiON...........uuuuuueemrririeierie e aaanas 15
Good decision - Not good deciSion ..........cceueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnn 65
(ref.BUYHOME)
Q.13 And, do you believe now is a good time to buy a home, or not?
Total

SITONGIY YES e 58
NOt SO StrONGIY YES. ... 10
NOt SO StroNGIY NO ... 9
SErONGIY NO ... e 17
(DON'T KNOW) ..ttt 5
(REFUSEA) ... e 0
LI ¥= 1 (=T 68
LI = 18 o 26
YOS = NO . s 41

(ref:HOMETIME)
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Q.14 Inthe last year in the area in which you live, do you feel that activity in the housing market has slowed
down, meaning the pace of buying and selling homes has dropped off, increased, meaning the pace of
buying and selling a home has picked up, OR have things in the housing market stayed about the same?

Total
SIoOWed DOWN ..o 22
[Tl £=T=TT= Yo [ 38
Stayed about the same ............cccoi i 35
(DON'TKNOW) ..ttt 5
(REFUSEA) ... e e -

(ref:ACTIVITY)

Q.15 And do you believe house prices in your neighborhood are more or less expensive than they were a
year ago?

Total

MUCh MOre EXPENSIVE .......eeiiiiiiiiieiieie e 13
Somewhat More eXPENSIVE............ueeeieeeiiiiiiiiieee e eecceee e 36
Somewhat €SS EXPENSIVE ........ccvvviiiiieiiiccieeee e 23
MuUCh 18SS EXPENSIVE......cccoe i, 8

(ADBOUL the SAME)....coieiiiiiiiie e 13
(DON'TKNOW) ..ttt 8

(REFUSEA) ... e -

Lo =11 (o (= T TSSO 49
TOtAl LESS ...eeieeeeiccceeee e eerr e e e e e e e e e e e 31
Y o I I 18

(reHOMECOST)

Q.16 And in the next year ahead, do you expect real estate sales in your area to increase, decrease, OR
remain about the same?

Total
1@ (7= T TN 37
[T o] (=T= 1T 7
Remain about the SAMEe.........ooveiiiiie e 52
(DON"TKNOW) ... e e 4
(REFUSEA) ... 0

(ref:RESALES)
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Q.17 Still thinking about housing for people in your area, that is to say all housing including single family
homes, condominiums, town homes, attached homes, co-op apartments and regular apartments. | am
going to read you some statements about housing for people in your area and | would like you to tell me
how concerned you are about each one. Would you say that you are very concerned, somewhat concerned,
not very concerned, or not at all concerned about that?
Not Not Total Conc

Very Smwt Very Atall (DK/ Total Not -

Conc Conc Conc Conc Ref) Conc Conc Not
17 The drop in home values in your area......... 31 27 17 23 2 58 40 17

18 People falling behind on their
1401 g o = To =T S 35 34 14 14 3 69 28 42

19 The high price for homes and rent .............. 31 33 17 17 2 64 34 30

20 (SPLIT A) The lack of affordable housing
for public service employees, like teachers,
firemen and police........cocovviiiiniiieeee e 24 30 18 26 3 53 44 9

21 (SPLIT B) The lack of affordable housing
for working class and service employees,
like construction workers, store clerks or

administrative staff ..........ccccccoviiiiiii 32 32 17 16 3 65 33 32
22 (SPLIT A) Not enough homes and

condos for sale inyour area............cccceeevveeenne 11 17 26 44 3 28 70 42
23 (SPLIT B) Too many homes and condos

forsale inyour area.........cccocceeeeeeeeeiiciiieeeeeeen, 11 20 28 38 3 31 66 -35
(ref:STCKCON)

Q.24 Okay. Now | am going to read several things some people have said makes housing too expensive
and unaffordable. After | read each one please tell me whether you think that is a huge obstacle for people
in your area, a medium-size obstacle, a small obstacle, or not an obstacle at all that makes housing
unaffordable for people in your area.
(DK/ Huge/ Small/

Huge Med Small Not Ref) Med Not
24 Having enough money for a down payment and
ClOSING COSES....uviiiiiiiiie e 45 35 9 8 3 80 17

25 Being able to find a home they like that they can
afford. ..o 29 38 18 13 2 67 31

26 Having enough confidence in their job security. ....39 38 12 9 3 77 21

27 Having enough confidence that they would be
approved for a home mortgage. ........cc.coocoveeeiiereeenee 30 39 15 12 4 69 27

28 Banks making it too hard to qualify for a home
MOMgage l0an. .........ccoiviiiiiiiiieie e 37 34 13 12 5 70 25
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(DK/ Huge/ Small/

Huge Med Small Not Ref) Med Not

29 Being concerned that the value of the
home will decline after buyingit. .........ccccccoeeeiiiinnnen, 25 33

30 Having a full time job but still not making
enough to afford a home or apartment close to

110 4 U 49 29
31 Having too much debt from college and student

Fo =] o1 SRR 49 28
(ref.OBSTACLE)

19 21 2 58 40

10 9 2 78 20

10 9 3 77 20

Q.32 Still talking about housing, how about you...do you own or rent your home? And, do you want to move

sometime in the next few years?

Own - will not move...........cccovvvvnnen.
Own-willmove.......c.cocoveeivviveeeeennnn,
Rent - will not move........cc.cooceuuueeen..
Rent-willmove.......cccoovvveeiivennien.
(DON't KNOW) ..o
(Refused) ....cccvvveeeeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeeee,

Total OWN ...
Total Rent......oomeeieeeeeeee e

(ref.OWNRENT)

Q.33 And how much of a financial strain on your budget is paying your rent or mortgage each month? Isita
significant strain, a slight strain, not much of a strain, or no strain at all?

A significant strain............ccccocoeees
Aslight strain .........cccccoeiiii.
Not much of a strain.................ccce...
Nostrainatall ..........ccccccoeeiiiiiiiieen.
(DON't KNOW) ..o
(Refused) .....ooooviieeiiiiiieieee e,

Total Strain ....cceeeeeeeeeeee e
Total No strain.......coceemiecemeeeenennee.

Strain - No strain ......coceeeemeicemniceennnns

(ref:STRAIN)
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[477 Respondents]
Q.34 (IF RENT HOME) | am going to read you three statements that people have made about the current
housing market and | want you to tell me which ONE statement you agree with most.

[ am thinking more about buying a home than | was a year ago
Or,

Owning a home is not an affordable option for me

Or,

| prefer to rent and do not want to own a home

Which ONE of those statements do you agree with most?

Total
Thinking more about buying (GO TO OWNFUTR) ......ccccevieeenes 36
Home ownership is not affordable (GO TO OWNFUTR)............... 37
| prefer to rent (GO TO HIMDT) ..ooiiiiiiiiiieeee e 25
(Don't know) (GO TO OWNFUTR)....ccviiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 2
(Refused) (GO TO OWNFUTR) .....uuviiiiiiiiiiieeee e 0

(ref.RENTCHOI)

[356 Respondents]

Q.35 (IF RENT HOME AND DO NOT PREFER TO RENT) Compared to other things you want to do, how
high a priority is it for you to own your own home at some point in your future -- would you say owning your
own home is one of your highest priorities, a moderate priority, not a very big priority or not a priority at all?

Total
One of highest priorities ..., 51
Moderate Priority ........oeeeiiieiie e 27
NoOt @ very big Priority ......ceeeviiiiiiiei e 10
Not a priority @t @ll ..........oooeiiiiiiiii e 11
(DON"EKNOW) ..ttt e e e 0
BLICe]¥= 118 ) 1 7N 79
BLICe]¥= 1183\ LoT 8 o (o 11 3N 21
Priority - NOt Priority.....cccoe e 58

(ref:OWNFUTR)

Q.36 And still thinking about buying a home, most banks and lenders require a down payment on the cost of
the home before they will approve a mortgage. What percentage of the total purchase price do you think is
reasonable for a bank or lending company to require for a down payment on a home mortgage -- less than
five percent of the total purchase price, five percent of the total purchase price, ten percent of the total
purchase price, fifteen percent of the total purchase price, or twenty percent of the total purchase price?

Total
Less than five percent ... 13
FIVE PEICENT ....oiiiiiiie e 26
TEN PEICENT ... e 34
Fifteen PErCeNt ......coveiii e 9
TWENLY PEICENT ....eiiiiiiii e 13
(Other percentage above twenty percent) ........cccccooiiiiiiennnnnes 0
(DON"EKNOW) ...t e e e e 5
(REFUSEA) ...t 0

(ref:DPAY2)
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Q.37 When it comes to the issues and questions being raised about the practices regarding loans and
mortgages in the housing market, do you feel the federal government should take a more active oversight
role in this area or should the oversight be done by the lending companies and associations that oversee
their businesses?

Total

Federal government should take more active role......................... 41
Lean toward federal government taking a more active role............. 2
Lean toward companies and associations

overseeing their busSiNeSSES ..........ooiviiiiiiiii 3
Oversight should be done by companies and associations........... 45
(DON"EKNOW) ..ttt e e 8
(REFUSEA) ... e e e 0
Total Federal government ............ccccceieniiiiiiineeaneeannassananane 43
Total Companies and associations ...........cccccccooeooeeeecccccnnee. 49
Federal government - Companies and associations..............c...... -6
(ref.FEDGOV)

[1438 Respondents]
Q.38 (IF OWN HOME) Now | am going to read several statements about the housing market and home
values and | would like you to tell me if you agree or disagree with each statement. The first/next statement
is...
Agree

Strng Smwt Smwt Strng Total Total -

Agree Agree Dis Dis (DK) (Ref) Agree Dis Dis
38 I do not think | could sell my
house for what | paid for it..................... 31 13 15 39 2 0 44 54 -10

39 | would like to move, but | do not
think | could sell my house in the
currentmarket. .......cooevvveeeeeiiiiieeeeeeeen 25 12 21 38 3 0 37 59 -21

40 | worry that | will have less money
available for retirement because of
the drop in home values. ....................... 31 16 21 27 4 0 47 49 -1

41 (SPLIT A) The drop in home

values has made it harder for me to

plan for other family needs, like

paying for college, a home

improvement or a new appliance. ......... 28 18 20 32 2 0 45 52 -7

42 (SPLIT B) The drop in home

values has made it harder for me to

borrow money for other family

needs, like paying for college, a

home improvement or a new

applianCe. ......oocveiiiiie e 29 18 22 26 5 1 47 48 -1
(ref:VALUES)
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Q.43 Now | am going to read you a list of reasons that some people have given for why it is important to
own a home. Please rate each reason on a scale of 1to 10, where 1 means it is not at all an important
reason to own a home, and 10 means it is a very important reason to own a home. You can use any number
from 1 to 10. The first/next reason is...
% % % % (DK/
Mean 10 8-10 6-10 0-5 Ref)

43 Home ownership is an investment opportunity that
builds long term wealth and increases net worth. ................. 7.9 37 65 80 19 1

44 Home ownership means a stable and predictable
monthly mortgage payment..........cccoeccuvieeeeeeeeecciiiieeeee e e e 78 35 62 81 18 2

45 Home ownership allows you to deduct the mortgage
interest and property taxes you pay on your federal
INCOME taX FEIUML.....eeiiiii i e 7.7 38 60 77 21 2

46 Home ownership creates the opportunity to live in a
neighborhood that you enjoy. ...........ccccoieeiiiiiiiiiie e, 83 45 73 86 13 1

47 Home ownership allows you the right to decorate,
modify and renovate your home as you see fit. ................... 80 45 67 81 18 1

48 Home ownership provides a stable and safe
environment for children and other family members............. 84 49 75 86 13 1

49 Home ownership ensures your children can stay in the
public schools in your neighborhood..............ccccccoiiinnnen, 76 38 62 75 24 1

50 Home ownership creates the opportunity to pay off a
mortgage and own your home by the time you retire............ 8.1 43 68 83 16 1

51 Home ownership means the money you spend on
housing goes towards building equity, rather than to a
F= T3 To | (o] ¢o 1RSSR 85 49 73 86 12 2

52 Home ownership improves your credit which creates
MOre DOrroOWING POWET. .......euviiiiiiiiiiie e 78 38 64 79 21 1
(ref:HOMIMPRT)
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Finally, | would like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes.

Q.53 In politics today, do you consider yourself to be a Republican, a Democrat or something else?

Total
Strong DEMOCTAt ... 22
NOt-SO-Strong DemMOCIat..........ccvvviiieiee e 12
Y= T I LY 3T T - | SRR 10
(Something else/independent) ...........cccooviiiiiiiiie e, 19
Lean RepubliCan ......... .o 9
Not-so-strong Republican ..., 9
Strong Republican ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiice e 14
(DON"EKNOW) ..ttt a e 3
(REFUSEA) ... e e 3
D=1 4 To T - | 34
INndependent.......... ..o e 38
(R{=T 0101 0] [Tox | o [ SOP 23

(ref:PTYID1)

Q.54 Thinking in political terms, would you say that you are Liberal, Moderate, or Conservative?

Total
LIDEIAl ... 19
MOAEIALE .....eveeeiee e 34
CONSEIVALIVE ....eeiiii et e e e 39
(Don't KNOW/TefUSEA) .....ccoiiiiiieiiiie e 7
(ref:IDEO1)
Q.55 In what year were you born?
Total

T8 = 24 s 12
25 = 29 e 8
B0 = B e 8
35 = B e 8
QO =44 ..o e e e araaee e 9
A5 =4O e 11
B0 - B4 e 8
DD = D e 9
B0 = B4 ..o 8
OVEI B4 ... 16
(NO @NSWEN) ...t e ettt e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e e 3
L T 1 N 56
B0 @NA OVEN .....cciiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeee e ee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeeeeeeenennnnes 41

(ref:AGE)
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Q.56 And, what was the last grade you completed in school, thus far?

Some grade SChool ..........ccceeiiiiiiiiiii e
Some high school ...........cccccoooiiiiii e,
Graduated high school.............ccccviiveiiiiiiieeeeee
Technical or vocational school..............ccccccconniinnnen.
Some College .......oooiiiiiiiiii
Graduated college.........cccoouieiiiiiiiiii e
Graduate/professional school ....................................
(REfUSEA) ...

H.S. OF €SS ..
Post H.S./Some college.........cccoeurriririiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnns
College graduate...........cccevvviivieieieeiiiccineneeeeeeeeeeeeeens

(ref:EDUC)

Q.57 Is the type of home you are currently living in best described as a detached single-family home, a town
home, a low rise up to four stories condominium or apartment, or a mid to high rise five or more stories

condominium or apartment?

Total

Detached single family home...........ccccooiiiiii e, 76
TOWN-NOME ...eiiiiiiiie e 6
Low-rise, up to four stories condominium or apartment.................. 9
Mid- to high-rise, five or more stories condominium or apartment..4
(Other types of houSING) ...ccoooeiiiiiiiiece e 3
(DON'TKNOW) ..ttt 1
(REFUSEA) ... e 1
(ref. TYPEHOME)

Q.58 And, for statistical purposes only, is your total annual household income greater or less than $60,000
dollars? (IF LESS THAN $60,000) Is it under $20,000 dollars, between $20,000 dollars and $40,000
dollars, or over $40,000 dollars? (IF GREATER THAN $60,000) Is it under $80,000 dollars, between

$80,000 dollars and $100,000 dollars, or over $100,000 dollars?

UNAEr $20,000 ...
Between $20,000 and $40,000 ............cccceveeeeeeenennn..
Over $40,000 but under $60,000 ...........cccccveeeene...
Under $80,000 but over $60,000 .............cccccvvne.e..
Between $80,000 and $100,000.............cceevcvevenenne
OVEr $100,000 .....ooeeieeeeeeee e
(Don't know/refused) .........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeee

(ref:INCOME)

Q.59 Which of the following best describes your household: professional or business class, working class,

or a struggling family or household?

Professional or business class...........ccccoceeiiiieeenns
Working Class. ...
A struggling family or household...............................
(More than one appli€s) ....cccueeviiiiiieiiieieeiiieeeeen
(NONE APPIY) weeeeieeeeiiieie e

(ref:CLASS)
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Q.60 Other than being an American, what is your main ethnic or racial heritage? African American or
Black, White, Hispanic American or Latino, or Asian American?

Total
African American or BlacK............ccuuueiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 12
LA LT (= 62
Hispanic American or LatinO.........ccoooeeeiiiiiiiiiccc e 15
ASIAN AMEBIICAN ...t e e e e 4
(OFNEI) e e 3
(REFUSEA) ... e e 3
(ref:RACE)
Line type
Total
=] 0T |11 0 L= T 75
WVITBIESS ...t e e e e e eeees 25
(ref:LINE)
Q.4 Sex of respondent
Total
Y = 1LY TP 49
FEMAIE ... 51

(ref:GENDER)



