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From Professionalism in Real Estate Practice — Article 13

(A narrative explanation of Article 13 with synthesis of related Standards of Practice and
Case Interpretations)

Article 13

REALTORS” shall not engage in activities that constitute the unauthorized practice of law
and shall recommend that legal counsel be obtained when the interest of any party to the
transaction requires it.

The REALTOR" is prohibited by the law and by the Code from engaging in the
unauthorized practice of law. The REALTOR" has an affirmative obligation to recommend
the use of legal counsel to clients and customers when their interests require it.

If the REALTOR" is also an attorney, Article 13 would not preclude the offering of legal
services in a manner consistent with the standards of the Bar Association. However,
REALTORS” must be mindful of their agency relationship and the duties owed to clients
and to customers, and must avoid all conflicts of interest.

Article 13 encourages respect for the law and protects clients and customers from well
intended but potentially misguided “legal advice” from those unqualified to provide it.

Refrain from any activities that could be construed as the unauthorized practice of law.
(Refer to Case Interpretation #13-1)

Even when standard form contracts are utilized, questions concerning the meaning or
effect of any provision should be addressed to competent legal counsel. (Refer to Case
Interpretation #13-2)

Advise clients and customers to seek legal review of any contractual agreement where,
in your judgment, the client or customer needs legal guidance. (Refer to Case
Interpretation #13-3)

Avoid expressions of opinion which may be misconstrued as a definitive legal opinion.
(Refer to Case Interpretation #13-3)
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