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Center for 
Neighborhood 
Technology  

•Non-profit applied research “think 
and do tank” based in Chicago 
 

•Develop and implement strategies 
that benefit the environment and 
the economy 
 

•Bridge information gaps 
 

•Areas: Energy efficiency, 
transportation efficiency, green 
infrastructure 



Conventional Wisdom 

• Standard: Pay no 
more than 30% of 
income on housing 

• Fuels search for 
lowest-cost 
housing 

• “Drive ‘til You 
Qualify” 

 
http://www.sxc.hu 



Map  by CNT 

 

 
 Mapped top 15 

employment centers 
(hash marks) 

  

 Many high poverty 
neighborhoods (dark 
orange) located far from 
transit 

 

Jobs Far from 
Those Who 
Need Them 



http://www.sxc.hu 

Household Expenditures, 2001-2010 

T=18% 

H=33% 

All Else 
49% 

Source: BLS Consumer Expenditure Surveys, 2001-2010 



    GOAL: 

       30% housing 

   + 15% transportation 

   = 45% H+T 

 

 Housing Costs + Transportation Costs 

Income 
Affordability = 





Shrinking Affordability 

Housing at 30% 

H+T at 45%                             
for Moderate Household 

H+T at 45% 

Typical Household: 
Regional Median Income (RMI): $44,437 
Size: 2.5 People 
Commuters: 1.2 Workers 

Moderate Household: :  
80% of RMI: $35,550 
Size: 2.5 People 
Commuters: 1.2 Workers 





Applications of H+T: Regional Planning 



Siting of Affordable Housing 

• Housing + Transportation 
Affordability Index Act of 
2010 

• First state to adopt 
Index 

• Five state agencies to 
consider H+T costs in 
siting and investment 
decisions 

• Analyzed IHDA investments 
over eight years 



Casa Morelos Ogden Manor Westline 

Where Are the  

Units? 



Calculators for Consumers 

Create an 
individualized 
cost profile 



Homebuyer Counseling 
Santa Fe, NM and El Paso, TX 

• Trained counselors via a webinar 
and guidance materials 

• Helps home seekers factor 
transportation costs into home 
buying decisions 



HUD’s “Location Affordability Index” Project 



Thank you! 
Jacky Grimshaw 

jacky@cnt.org 

http://www.cnt.org 
http://htaindex.cnt.org 
http://abogo.cnt.org 


