Fill-in-the-blanks News Release for Realtors( Attending Capitol Hill Visits During the

Realtor® Party Convention & Trade Expo
The following “fill-in-the-blanks” news release is designed to help you gain publicity in your local paper for your association’s visit with legislators, congressional and regulatory staff during the 2014 Realtor® Party Convention & Trade Expo. Place it on your local board/association letterhead with the blanks filled in as indicated and include a contact name and number at the top of the release. Deliver the release to the appropriate editors/reporters in your area. Please note that the term Realtor® is presented below in the Associated Press format to conform to most newspapers’ styles.


This news release is also posted on Realtor.org at: 
www.realtor.org/for-the-media/real-estate-facts 
Realtors® From [City] Take Their Message to Nation’s Capital
(Your city) (Date) – While Realtors® from across the country convened in Washington, D.C., last week to attend the Realtor® Party Convention & Trade Expo, members from the [name of board or association] met with U.S. Senators and congressional staff on Capitol Hill to advocate policies that protect and advance investment in residential and commercial property and that are critical to buyers, sellers and investors in the [area] community.    
“Attending the Realtor® Party Convention & Trade Expo is an excellent opportunity for Realtors® to influence the public policy decisions that will directly affect consumers’ ability to buy, sell and own real estate,” said [name of Realtor® leader from your association, title]. “In hundreds of meetings with elected officials and staff last week, Realtors® demonstrated the strength of the Realtor® Party and encouraged support for issues crucial to their business, clients, community and the future of the real estate industry.”

[Last name of Realtor® leader]’s meeting with [name of Senator and/or Representative] focused on important issues impacting the real estate market here in [city], including [include the following or other issues as applicable], preserving the mission and accessibility of Federal Housing Administration and Veterans Affairs home loan programs, protecting real estate-related tax policies, and reforming the secondary mortgage market. 
[Customize the following quote as appropriate]:

[Last name] also urged [name of Senator and/or Representative] to reinstate an expired tax provision that provides relief to individuals following a loan modification, short sale or foreclosure. The Mortgage Forgiveness Debt Relief Act expired at the end of 2013, and assured individuals would not have to pay income tax on forgiven mortgage debt,” said [last name]. “Distressed homeowners who’ve suffered through the loss of their home should not be further burdened with additional income taxes; it’s not only unfair but harms families, neighborhoods and communities. We urge Congress to act quickly on this issue.” 

National Association of Realtors® President Steve Brown, co-owner of Irongate, Inc., Realtors® in Dayton, Ohio, praised the [name of Realtor® association]’s efforts to address the important residential and commercial real estate issues that affect individuals, communities, small businesses and the nation. 
“Homeownership and commercial investment help shape communities and strengthen the economy. With several significant real estate issues being debated in Congress this term, it was important that Realtors® met with lawmakers last week to share their views and positions on proposed legislation that could have a meaningful impact on consumers’ ability to purchase and own real estate,” said Brown.  

[Your association’s boilerplate]

