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Pennsylvania Realtors® enlist consumers in a joint legislative effort
Property tax reform is an issue that Realtors® and homeowners alike can support. The Pennsylvania Association of Realtors® 
(PAR) launched a multifaceted advocacy campaign aimed at encouraging the Pennsylvania Senate to do something it has 
never done before – approve Senate Bill 76, a bill that reforms the archaic property tax system in the Commonwealth used to 
fund public schools. The campaign features four components: an interactive website, an engaging social media strategy, an 
aggressive direct mail campaign and a grassroots campaign organizer.

RealReform76.com launched late last year to encourage consumer involvement. The website combines the grass roots power 
of Realtors® and reaches out to homeowners to unify the message to the state legislature. The website allows consumers 
and Realtors® to contact their senators, either thanking those who support Senate Bill 76 or encouraging Senators to sign on 
as a co-sponsor. In addition, homeowners who have been significantly affected by excessive property taxes can share their 
heartbreaking stories. A section called Myths and Facts highlights common misunderstandings about the bill and clearly 
outlines the facts. In just six months, the site has generated more than 45,000 visits and 6,000 emails from the public to 
senators. And nearly 600 woeful stories have been submitted by homeowners and homebuyers who have been personally 
affected by excessive property taxes. 

At the same time, a social media campaign was also initiated, garnering consumer support via Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 
PAR used targeted online advertising to increase traffic to the website and social channels. Facebook and Twitter have allowed 
PAR to publish creative graphics highlighting stories and correcting myths. The Real Reform 76 Facebook page has more than 
6,100 followers and has regular discourse on the topic. PAR leadership and members frequently share these updates on social 
channels to further engage consumers in their social media circles.

Reaching yet another audience, PAR has sent more than 164,000 direct 
mail pieces to homeowners in key Senatorial Districts around the state. 
This further increased discussions between elected officials and their 
constituents. PAR received feedback from countless senators regarding 
the effectiveness of these mail pieces.

The Real Reform 76 grassroots campaign organizer has spoken to 
service organizations, taxpayer coalitions and town hall meetings in 
more than half of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties. He specifically targeted 
legislative districts where senators had not yet supported the bill. In 
addition, he met with thousands of homeowners who relayed distressing 
stories of their excessive property taxes. He also maintains a social 
media presence to maintain contact with voters he meets.

A vote in the Senate is anticipated by June. When this property tax 
reform passes, the Pennsylvania Association of Realtors® will have 
helped give homeowners a voice in this process and will have played an 
integral part in the success of this historic reform.
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Bill could eliminate need for school property levies

The Tribune-Democrat, 3/13/2014

Chuck Liedike (left), keynote speaker for a meeting of the 
Cambria Somerset Association of Realtors, speaks with Richard 
Rodgers of Prudential Speicher Select Properties of Johnstown 
and John Venzon of RMB Realty in Somerset.

JOHNSTOWN — State legislators have been discussing property tax 
reform for decades.

And often, efforts never make it to the House floor for a vote, Chuck 
Liedike said.

But Liedike, who has been criss-crossing the state in support of Senate 
Bill 76, says Pennsylvania has a plan that would eliminate property 
taxes, yet fully fund the state’s schools by raising the state income tax 
by 1 percent and adding a small increase to the personal income tax.

The idea is gaining steam, he told the Cambria Somerset Association of 
Realtors during a presentation Thursday.

“We’ve got a bipartisan bill – and our list of co-sponsors in the Senate 
is up to 25. That’s half of the members of the Senate,” said Liedike, the 
state Association of Realtors’ Senate Bill 76 campaign manager.

State Sens. John Wozniak, D-Westmont, and Richard Kasunic, D-Dunbar, are among the 25 cosponsors.

“Property taxes levied by school districts would be eliminated, less taxes (dedicated) for existing debt,” Liedike said. “But schools 
would still be provided the money they would have collected, dollar for dollar, plus inflation.”

Liedike says financial studies have shown the plan will work because the taxes levied will be spread out to “everyone” – not just 
property owners who struggle to pay often-growing tax bills to maintain or even keep their homes.

“Those who spend more” – folks spending large amounts on taxed goods – “and those who earn more” will make up the difference, 
he said, noting the personal income tax would increase from 3.07 percent to 4.34 percent.

“People visiting our area from other states will contribute,” he said, “because they’ll be generating sales tax revenue.”

Because people would no longer have school property tax bills, sometimes costing thousands of dollars per year, they’d have 
disposable income that they’d likely spend on home upgrades and other items that would stimulate the economy and in many 
cases, spur more sales tax revenue.

Continued at tribune-democrat.com


