ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®
2014 Idea Exchange
The Alaska Association of Realtors is hosting its 2014 State Convention in Maui, Hawaii.  This idea to move our State Convention has been both an exciting idea as well has had some moments of stress to our Association.  
The convention is a platform for the entire state to come together to further new growth for our industry, set innovative goals and to network with our peers outside of our local boards. Another benefit to the membership is fostering enthusiasm and renewed involvement with the leadership of AAR – this convention was meant to aid in the accomplishment of that goal by introducing members to the dynamics of the state association getting their attention with the locale. 
Alaskans love Hawaii and the idea to travel outside of our State was a means to appeal to participants that might not usually consider going.  The cost was a bit of a factor for consideration.  It will be approximately $750 for an airline ticket; however, most Alaskans take advantage of the Alaska Airlines mileage program which gives them one trip for $99 if bought with another passengers ticket.  The location of the event is one of the top resorts in Hawaii, the Grand Wailea.  The Resort offered our members a steep discount on rooms (approximately 50% off) which allowed them to stay at a top property at a more reasonable rate.  The rates start at $209.

2014 Convention

GRAND WAILEA Resort in Maui, Hawaii
September 23-26, 2014  
The Alaska Association of REALTORS 2014 annual convention will be held Tuesday – Friday, September 23-26, 2014 at the Grand Wailea Resort in Maui, Hawaii. Please refer to the convention tab above to register, for accommodations, convention schedule, speakers, sponsors and to receive a discount on airfare.   Make your convention registration  and hotel accommodations online NOW!

Rooms Available 
Terrace Rooms           $209.00 per night – reduced from $399.00
Deluxe Garden           $250.00 per night – reduced from  $499.00
Ocean View                $270.00 per night – reduced from $549.00
Deluxe Ocean             $310.00 per night – reduced from $649.00

(There is a $15 daily resort charge – reduced from $30)

The speakers will be from Hawaii as well as our Region 12 RVP.  This will help with the costs as well as allow for a different perspective for our membership.  The idea was thoughtfully considered by the Alaska Association of Realtors Board of Directors.  We worried about cost, taking the show on the road, having our members feel disenfranchised by not being able to afford to go out of state, and whether or not our sponsors would continue to support us.  We did have a few members fight the decision.  They are asking lots of questions about the cost.  Our conservative estimates indicate that we have not kept all of our sponsors but, we also have new sponsors.  We have had about the same number of early registrations so, we feel that we will be on track for our numbers.  The event should be well attended and a new experience.
RPAC was a major consideration as this annual event is our big fundraiser.  We are working on ideas of how to conduct a different kind of auction.  The thought of doing online has been very interesting to us, but to date, we have not found a great way to do this year.

We do extend an invitation to join us in Hawaii, for the 2014 Alaska Association of Realtors convention.  The link to the registration is http://alaskarealtors.com/2011-convention/register-now-2/  All are welcome to join us and enjoy the fall in Hawaii.  The dates are Tuesday, September 23 through Friday, September 26th.  The cost to register is a mere $325 which includes all the events and meals.  
