


















SOURCE: https://www.opportunityatlas.org/;  Note: Blue = More Upward Mobility, Red = Less Upward Mobility

> $44.8k

$33.7k

< $26.8k

Atlanta 
$26.6k

Washington DC 
$33.9k

San Francisco
Bay Area
$37.2k

Seattle 
$35.2k

Salt Lake City $37.2k

Cleveland 
$29.4k

Los Angeles 
$34.3k

Chicago
$30.7k

Baltimore $28.2k

The Geography of Upward Mobility in the United States
Average Household Income for Children with Parents Earning $27,000 (25th percentile)

Boston $36.8k

https://www.opportunityatlas.org/
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Data & Methods

BALTIMORE, MD                 CLEVELAND, OH                        DALLAS, TX WASHINGTON, DC

Our Landlord Report: 
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/Research_Report_HCV-Program.pdf



Total Sample n 127
Baltimore n 36
Cleveland n 56
Dallas n 35

Respondent Race
Black % 40.2
White % 46.7
Other % 13.1

Respondent Male % 60.5

Business Type
Landlord / Investor % 76.8
Property Manager % 30.4

Source: Tabulation of  respondent demographics. (Garboden, Rosen, Greif, DeLuca, 
Edin; https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/Research_Report_HCV-
Program.pdf
Note: Business types are not mutually exclusive.



Data & Methods

50058 Data
All HCV subsidized units in the Baltimore, Cleveland, and 
Dallas metropolitan areas, 1994 and 2015.

Field Observations
Time in housing court, sheriff ’s ride alongs, stakeholder 
meetings.

Ethnographic Data
Accompanying landlords going about their day-to-day, 
observation of  REIAs.





Experience matters:

70% of  non-participating landlords in our random sample with
units <150% FMR had participated in the past. 







Creating Moves 
to Opportunity in Seattle 

and King County
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Treatment Interventions

On average, non-profit 
staff spend 6.3 hours 
with each household

52% of rentals in high-
opportunity areas made 
through links via non-

profit staff

Average financial 
assistance of $1,100 for 

security deposits, 
application fees, etc.

Program Cost: $2,600 per family issued a voucher
(2.2% of average voucher payments over 7 years)

Note: Families not required to move to high-opportunity areas



I N C R E A S E D  
L A N D L O R D  
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A S S I S TA N C E

C U S T O M I Z E D
S E A R C H  

A S S I S TA N C E

• High-opportunity area education to increase families’ knowledge about 
high-opportunity areas.

• Rental application coaching to increase families’ competitiveness for rental 
units by addressing credit history and preparing a narrative.

• Housing locator services to help families identify suitable units in high-
opportunity areas.

• Cultivate relationships with landlords in designated high-opportunity 
areas to create housing opportunities for CMTO families.

• Expedite lease-up processes by completing PHA required documents and 
conducting housing inspections more quickly. 

• Insurance fund to mitigate risks of property damage.

• Grants to defray move-in expenses, such as application fees and security 
deposits (on average $1,100).

Key Elements in the CMTO Intervention



Fraction of Families Who Leased Units in High Opportunity Areas

14.3%

54.3%

Historical mean
rate: 11.6%
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Control Treatment

Difference: 40.0 pp
SE: (5.2)
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61.9%
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Difference: 44.9 pp
SE: (5.6)

Fraction Who Leased Units in High Opportunity Areas, Conditional on Leasing Up Using Voucher



CMTO Expansion Partners Across the Country

HomeForward
(Portland)

King County
Tacoma

Fresno Housing Authority

San Bernardino County

San Diego

Minneapolis

Cooks County

Louisville

Dallas

Houston

Atlanta

Keene County

NYC Housing
Preservation &
Development

Washington DC

Charlotte

Seattle

Cambridge



Housing Choice Voucher Mobility Demonstration Act
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