Fill-in-the-Blanks News Release for the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act   
The following “fill-in-the-blanks” news release is designed to help you gain publicity in your local news outlets for your support of the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act.  

Place it on your company or local board/association letterhead with the blanks filled in as indicated. 

· Include a contact name and number at the top of the release.  
· Send the release to the appropriate editor/reporter at the outlet. 

· You may want to include information about how you specifically plan to recognize the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act. 

This news release is also posted online at www.nar.realtor/for-the-media/real-estate-facts.

Please note that the term REALTOR® is presented below in the Associated Press format (Realtor®) to conform to most media outlets’ style.
* * *
[Full name of Board/Association Name] Commemorates the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act    
[Your city], (Date) – For decades, Realtors( ( members of the National Association of Realtors( ( have supported a free, open market that embraces fairness and equal opportunity for all buyers and sellers. Members of the [Full name of board/association] strongly support the Fair Housing Act, legislation first passed in 1968 and now prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status and national origin.  
This year, Realtors( from [insert community/state] will join Realtors® across the country to embark on a yearlong commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act to raise awareness for fair housing issues. 
“Realtors( continue to recognize the significance of this important act and reconfirm our commitment to upholding fair housing law, as well as our commitment to offering equal professional service to all in their search for a home or property. Realtors( work hard to build strong communities and neighborhoods where all people can live and prosper,” said [spokesperson of state or local association].  
Over the years, NAR has developed educational information on diversity and fair housing laws, programs and resources that have helped educate Realtors( across the country on the importance of inclusive housing practices and the promotion of diverse homeownership. During the yearlong commemoration, NAR will further examine community fair housing issues and advocate for changes to the Fair Housing Act to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 
Realtors( will focus on three key elements in 2018: acknowledging the organization’s changing role in the fight for fair housing, understanding how we as a nation are constantly improving our commitment to fair housing and ways Realtors( strive to lead efforts to address fair housing policy issues.   
“Fair housing protects the American Dream of homeownership for all citizens, and [insert name of local/state association] looks forward to commemorating the anniversary and supporting the development of healthy and diverse communities,” [last name of spokesperson of state or local association] said. 
[Include additional information here about how your state or local association is promoting the anniversary of the Fair Housing Act, as well as information on any programs, resources, etc. you provide members relating to fair housing/diversity/minority homeownership.] 
For more information, visit www.FairHousing.realtor to learn about the commemoration, find materials and resources, and see what Realtors( are doing in the [insert community/state] to advance fair housing. 
[Your association or company boilerplate here.] 
For further information contact:

[Name], [phone number]

[email]

