America needs the National Flood Insurance Program
The [insert news outlet]’s recent opinion piece, [insert title here], expresses the view that the National Flood Insurance Program no longer deserves protection from Congress.

However, property owners across America would disagree.
For families living along streams, lakes, rivers, oceans or just about anywhere snow melts or rain falls, floods are an ever present threat. In fact, over the past century, floods have claimed more lives and caused more property damage than any other natural disaster.
There should be no question as to why available and affordable flood insurance is critical to our nation and its economy. 

Congress created the NFIP in 1968 to address the failure of the private market to provide affordable flood insurance. While there is a small but growing private market today, the NFIP ensures access for more than 5 million American property owners across 22,000 communities where flood insurance is required for a mortgage. 
The NFIP also works to discourage Americans from living in the highest risk flood areas, enabling homeowners to assume the risk and full cost of flooding. This means property owners no longer have to rely on expensive taxpayer-funded disaster assistance and instead can make their own, informed decisions about rebuilding and relocating. 
Additionally, while it’s a common assumption that flood insurance is mostly a coastal issue, eight in ten states that declared flood disasters over the past decade are inland states.
Given the widespread devastation that floods cause in areas where there is still not a private insurance market, the federal government ends up involved in these efforts one way or another, either through billion-dollar post-disaster rebuilding programs, or through a federally backed flood insurance program with premiums attached. 
One thing that is indisputable is that without the NFIP, millions of properties would be uninsured. And by the increasing number of self-insured properties and reducing the cost of post- disaster government assistance, the NFIP saves taxpayers money.

[Insert local commentary and insights]


Like other Realtors® across [insert community, market or state] closely following NFIP reauthorization, I believe that American homeowners deserve a flood insurance program that is solvent, effective and able to continue providing protections for decades to come. [Insert name of Congressperson(s)] should put [her/his/their] support behind NFIP reform and reauthorization and the 22,000 communities counting on Congress to get the job done.

[Name of Association President or Executive]

[Title]
