
Section 2. Qualification  
  
(a) An applicant for REALTOR® membership who is a sole proprietor, partner, corporate officer, 
or branch office manager of a real estate firm shall supply evidence satisfactory to the 
association, through its membership committee or otherwise, that he/she is actively engaged in 
the real estate profession, and maintains a current, valid real estate broker's or salesperson's 
license or is licensed or certified by an appropriate state regulatory agency to engage in the 
appraisal of real property, has a place of business within the state or a state contiguous thereto 
(unless a secondary member), the applicant of his firm has not been named as a debtor in any 
bankruptcy judgements or pending bankruptcy proceedings*, has no record of civil judgements or 
criminal convictions **,  agrees to complete a course of instruction covering the Bylaws and rules 
and regulations of the association, the Bylaws of the State Association, and the Constitution and 
Bylaws and Code of Ethics of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, and shall pass 
such reasonable and nondiscriminatory written examination thereon, as may be required by the 
committee, and shall agree that if elected to membership, he/she will abide by such Constitution, 
Bylaws, rules and regulations, and Code of Ethics. (Amended 1/05) 
  
  
*if the applicant or the applicant’s real estate firm is named as a debtor in such bankruptcy 
proceeding, membership may not be denied unless the Board establishes that its interests and 
those of its members and the public could not be adequately protected by requiring that the 
applicant pay cash in advance for association dues and MLS fees for up to one (1) year from the 
date that membership is approved.  In the event that an existing member initiates bankruptcy 
proceedings, the member may be placed on a "cash basis" from the date that bankruptcy is 
initiated until one (1) year from the date that the member has been discharged from bankruptcy.  
  
** association may only consider civil judgments imposed within the past seven (7) years 
involving judgements of (1) civil rights laws, (2) real estate license laws, and (3) or other laws 
prohibiting unprofessional conduct against the applicant rendered by the courts or other lawful 
authorities. The association may only consider criminal convictions within the past seven (7) 
years involving a crime that reasonably relates to the real estate business or puts clients, 
customers, or other real estate professionals at risk, the applicant must provide and the 
association must consider mitigating factors relating to that criminal history.  
  
NOTE 1:  One or more of the requirements for REALTOR® membership set forth above in Article 
V, Section 2(a) may be deleted at the association's discretion.  However, associations may NOT 
adopt membership qualifications more rigorous than specified in the Membership Qualification 
Criteria for REALTOR® Membership, approved by the Board of Directors of the National 
Association. 
  
NOTE 2:  Article IV, Section 2, of the NAR Bylaws prohibits Member Boards from knowingly 
granting REALTOR® or REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® membership to any applicant who has an 
unfulfilled sanction pending which was imposed by another association of REALTORS® for 
violation of the Code of Ethics. (Adopted 1/01) 

  
 (b) Individuals who are actively engaged in the real estate profession other than as sole 
proprietors, partners, corporate officers, or branch office managers, in order to qualify for 
REALTOR® membership, shall at the time of application be associated either as an employee or 
as an independent contractor with a designated REALTOR® member of the association or a 
designated REALTOR® member of another association (if a secondary member) and must 
maintain a current, valid real estate broker's or salesperson's license or be licensed or certified by 
an appropriate state regulatory agency to engage in the appraisal of real property, has no record 
of civil judgements or criminal convictions *, shall complete a course of instruction covering the 
Bylaws and rules and regulations of the association, the Bylaws of the State Association, and the 
Constitution and Bylaws and Code of Ethics of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, 
and shall pass such reasonable and nondiscriminatory written examinations thereon as may be 



required by the membership committee, and shall agree in writing that if elected to membership 
he/she will abide by such Constitution, Bylaws, rules and regulations, and the Code of 
Ethics.  (Amended 5/07)    
  
**The association may only consider civil judgments imposed within the past seven (7) years 
involving judgements of (1) civil rights laws, (2) real estate license laws, and (3) or other laws 
prohibiting unprofessional conduct against the applicant rendered by the courts or other lawful 
authorities. The association may only consider criminal convictions within the past seven (7) 
years involving a crime that reasonably relates to the real estate business or puts clients, 
customers, or other real estate professionals at risk, the applicant must provide and the 
association must consider mitigating factors relating to that criminal history.  
  

 


