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The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of
How Our Government Segregated America
Richard Rothstein, 2 01 7
Check out from Print collection

The Color of Law examines the local, state and
federal housing policies that mandated
segregation. He notes that the Federal Housing
Administration, which was established in 1 9 3 4 ,
furthered the segregation efforts by refusing to
insure mortgages in and near African-American
neighborhoods — a policy known as "redlining."
At the same time, the FHA was subsidizing
builders who were mass-producing entire
subdivisions for whites — with the requirement
that none of the homes be sold to AfricanAmericans. (Source)

How to Kill a City: Gentrification, Inequality,
and the Fight for the Neighborhood
Peter Moskowitz, 2 0 1 7
Check out from Print collection
Peter Moskowitz's How to Kill a City takes
readers from the kitchen tables of hurting
families who can no longer afford their homes to
the corporate boardrooms and political
backrooms where destructive housing policies
are devised. Along the way, Moskowitz uncovers
the massive, systemic forces behind
gentrification in New Orleans, Detroit, San

Francisco, and New York. The deceptively
simple question of who can and cannot afford to
pay the rent goes to the heart of America's
crises of race and inequality. In the fight for
economic opportunity and racial justice, nothing
could be more important than housing. (Source)

The New Urban Crisis: How Our Cities Are
Increasing Inequality, Deepening
Segregation, and Failing the Middle Class—
and What We Can Do About It
Richard Florida, 2 0 1 7
Check out from Print collection | Check out from
eBooks collection
In recent years, the young, educated, and
affluent have surged back into cities, reversing
decades of suburban flight and urban decline.
And yet all is not well, Richard Florida argues in
The New Urban Crisis . Florida, one of the first
scholars to anticipate this back-to-the-city
movement in his groundbreaking The Rise of the
Creative Class, demonstrates how the same
forces that power the growth of the world's
superstar cities also generate their vexing
challenges: gentrification, unaffordability,
segregation, and inequality. Meanwhile, many
more cities still stagnate, and middle-class
neighborhoods everywhere are disappearing. Our
winner-take-all cities are just one manifestation
of a profound crisis in today's urbanized
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knowledge economy. A bracingly original work of
research and analysis, The New Urban Crisis
offers a compelling diagnosis of our economic
ills and a bold prescription for more inclusive
cities capable of ensuring growth and prosperity
for all. (Source)

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American
City
Matthew Desmond, 2 0 1 6
Check out from Print collection | Check out from
eBooks collection
In Evicted , Harvard sociologist and MacArthur
“Genius” Matthew Desmond follows eight
families in Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a
roof over their heads. Hailed as “wrenching and
revelatory” (The Nation ), “vivid and unsettling”
(New York Review of Books ), Evicted transforms
our understanding of poverty and economic
exploitation while providing fresh ideas for
solving one of 2 1 st-century America’s most
devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes
of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of
home, without which nothing else is possible.
(Source)

When the Fences Come Down: Twenty-FirstCentury Lessons from Metropolitan School
Desegregation
Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, 2 0 1 6
Check out from Print collection | Check out from
eBooks collection
How we provide equal educational opportunity
to an increasingly diverse, highly urbanized
student population is one of the central

concerns facing our nation. As Genevieve SiegelHawley argues in this thought-provoking book,
within our metropolitan areas we are currently
allowing a labyrinthine system of school-district
boundaries to divide students--and
opportunities--along racial and economic lines.
Rather than confronting these realities, though,
most contemporary educational policies focus
on improving schools by raising academic
standards, holding teachers and students
accountable through test performance, and
promoting private-sector competition. SiegelHawley takes us into the heart of the
metropolitan South to explore what happens
when communities instead focus squarely on
overcoming the educational divide between city
and suburb. (Source)

No Place like Home: Wealth, Community,
and the Politics of Homeownership
Brian McCabe, 2 0 1 6
Check out from Print collection
In the decade following the housing crisis,
Americans remain enthusiastic about the
prospect of owning a home. Homeownership is a
symbol of status attainment in the United
States, and for many Americans, buying a home
is the most important financial investment they
will ever make. We are deeply committed to an
ideology of homeownership that presents
homeownership as a tool for building stronger
communities and crafting better citizens.
However, in No Place like Home , Brian McCabe
argues that such beliefs about the public
benefits of homeownership are deeply
mischaracterized. As owning a home has
emerged as the most important way to build
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wealth in the United States, it has also reshaped
the way citizens become involved in their
communities. Rather than engaging as publicspirited stewards of civic life, McCabe
demonstrates that homeowners often engage in
their communities as a way to protect their
property values. This involvement contributes to
the politics of exclusion, and prevents particular
citizens from gaining access to high-opportunity
neighborhoods, thereby reinforcing patterns of
residential segregation. A thorough analysis of
the politics of homeownership, No Place like
Home prompts readers to reconsider the power
of homeownership to strengthen citizenship and
build better communities. (Source)

Living Apart: How the Government Betrayed
a Landmark Civil Rights Law
Nikole Hannah-Jones, ProPublica , June 2 5 ,
2015
Article
ProPublica's groundbreaking investigation into
housing segregation, and the federal
government's large-scale failure to uphold the
laws meant to prevent it. More than 4 0 years
after President Johnson signed the landmark
Fair Housing Act into law, residential
segregation in America remains unresolved.
Designed to help dismantle the nation's racially
divided housing patterns, the act has gone
largely ignored by every presidential
administration - Democrat and Republican alike
- since 1 9 6 8 . In Living Apart, ProPublica
investigates this failing, particularly how
subsequent leaders, following President Nixon's

lead, have declined to use the billions in grant
dollars awarded by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development as leverage to fight
segregation. Their reluctance to enforce a law
passed by both houses of Congress and
repeatedly upheld by the courts reflects a larger
political reality. Again and again, attempts to
create integrated neighborhoods have
foundered. (Source)

Ghetto: The Invention of a Place, the History
of an Idea
Mitchell Duneier, 2 0 16
Check out from Print collection | Check out from
eBooks collection
Ghetto is the story of the scholars and activists
who tried to achieve that understanding. As
Duneier shows, their efforts to wrestle with race
and poverty cannot be divorced from their
individual biographies, which often included
direct encounters with prejudice and
discrimination in the academy and elsewhere.
Using new and forgotten sources, Duneier
introduces us to Horace Cayton and St. Clair
Drake, graduate students whose conception of
the South Side of Chicago established a new
paradigm for thinking about Northern racism
and poverty in the 1 9 4 0s. We learn how the
psychologist Kenneth Clark subsequently linked
Harlem’s slum conditions with the persistence
of black powerlessness, and we follow the
controversy over Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s
report on the black family. We see how the
sociologist William Julius Wilson redefined the
debate about urban America as middle-class
African Americans increasingly escaped the
ghetto and the country retreated from racially
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specific remedies. And we trace the education
reformer Geoffrey Canada’s efforts to transform
the lives of inner-city children with ambitious
interventions, even as other reformers sought to
help families escape their neighborhoods
altogether. (Source)

The South Side: A Portrait of Chicago and
American Segregation
Natalie Y. Moore, 2 0 16
Check out from Print collection
In this intelligent and highly important narrative,
Chicago-native Natalie Moore shines a light on
contemporary segregation in the city's South
Side; with a memoirist's eye, she showcases the
lives of these communities through the stories of
people who reside there. The South Side shows
the impact of Chicago's historic segregation and the ongoing policies that keep the system
intact. (Source)

Dog Whistle Politics
Ian Haney Lopez, 2 0 14
Check out from Print collection
In Dog Whistle Politics, Ian Haney López offers
a sweeping account of how politicians and
plutocrats deploy veiled racial appeals to
persuade white voters to support policies that
favor the extremely rich yet threaten their own
interests. Dog whistle appeals generate middleclass enthusiasm for political candidates who
promise to crack down on crime, curb
undocumented immigration, and protect the
heartland against Islamic infiltration, but

ultimately vote to slash taxes for the rich, give
corporations regulatory control over industry and
financial markets, and aggressively curtail social
services. White voters, convinced by powerful
interests that minorities are their true enemies,
fail to see the connection between the political
agendas they support and the surging wealth
inequality that takes an increasing toll on their
lives. The tactic continues at full force, with the
Republican Party using racial provocations to
drum up enthusiasm for weakening unions and
public pensions, defunding public schools, and
opposing health care reform. (Source)

Diversity Explosion
William H. Frey, 2 0 1 4
Check out from Print collection | Check out from
eBooks collection
At its optimistic best, America has embraced
its identity as the world's melting pot. Today it is
on the cusp of becoming a country with no
racial majority, and new minorities are poised to
exert a profound impact on U.S. society,
economy, and politics. The concept of a
"minority white" may instill fear among some
Americans, but William H. Frey, the man behind
the demographic research, points out that
demography is destiny, and the fear of a more
racially diverse nation will almost certainly
dissipate over time. Through a compelling
narrative and eye-catching charts and maps,
eminent demographer Frey interprets and
expounds on the dramatic growth of minority
populations in the United States. He finds that
without these expanding groups, America could
face a bleak future: this new generation of
young minorities, who are having children at a
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faster rate than whites, is infusing our aging
labor force with vitality and innovation. In
contrast with the labor force-age population of
Japan, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom,
the U.S. labor force-age population is set to
grow 5 percent by 2 0 3 0 . Diversity Explosion
shares the good news about diversity in the
coming decades, and the more globalized,
multiracial country that the U.S. is becoming.
(Source)

Stuck in Place: Urban Neighborhoods and
the End of Progress toward Racial Equality
Patrick Sharkey, 2 0 1 3
Check out from Print collection
In the 1 9 6 0 s, many believed that the civil rights
movement’s successes would foster a new era of
racial equality in America. Four decades later,
the degree of racial inequality has barely
changed. To understand what went wrong,
Patrick Sharkey argues that we have to
understand what has happened to African
American communities over the last several
decades. In Stuck in Place, Sharkey describes
how political decisions and social policies have
led to severe disinvestment from black
neighborhoods, persistent segregation, declining
economic opportunities, and a growing link
between African American communities and the
criminal justice system. (Source)

Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden
Forces that Keep Us Apart

Despite Jesus' prayer that all Christians "be
one," divisions have been epidemic in the body
of Christ from the beginning to the present. We
cluster in theological groups, gender groups, age
groups, ethnic groups, educational and
economic groups. We criticize freely those who
disagree with us, don't look like us, don't act
like us and don't even like what we like. Though
we may think we know why this happens,
Christena Cleveland says we probably don't. In
this eye-opening book, learn the hidden reasons
behind conflict and divisions…With a personal
touch and the trained eye of a social
psychologist, Cleveland brings to bear the latest
studies and research on the unseen dynamics at
work that tend to separate us from others. Learn
why Christians who have a heart for unity have
such a hard time actually uniting. The author
provides real insight for ministry leaders who
have attempted to build bridges across
boundaries. Here are the tools we need to
understand how we can overcome the hidden
forces that divide us. (Source)

Evicted! Property Rights and Eminent
Domain in America
David Schultz, 2 0 1 0
Check out from eBooks collection

Evicted! is a practical and critical look at the
vulnerability of Americans' property rights to
eminent domain abuse since the Supreme
Court's 2 0 0 5 Kelo decision. (Source)

Christena Cleveland, 20 1 3
Check out from Print collection | Check out from
eBooks collection
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Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of
American Racism
James W. Loewen, 2 0 05
Check out from Print collection | Check out from
eBooks collection
In this groundbreaking work, bestselling
sociologist James W. Loewen brings to light
decades of hidden racial exclusion in America.
In a provocative, sweeping analysis of American
residential patterns, Loewen uncovers the
thousands of “sundown towns”—almost
exclusively white towns where it was an
unspoken rule that blacks could not live there—
that cropped up throughout the twentieth
century, most of them located outside of the
South. These towns used everything from legal
formalities to violence to create homogenous
Caucasian communities—and their existence
has gone unexamined until now. For the first
time, Loewen takes a long, hard look at the
history, sociology, and continued existence of
these towns, contributing an essential new
chapter to the study of American race relations.
(Source)

eroded activists' capability to force more
sweeping reform in housing policy. Sidney also
shows how activist groups can cultivate
community resources to overcome these
difficulties, looking across levels of government
to analyze how national policies interact with
local politics. In the first book to apply policy
design theories of Anne Schneider and Helen
Ingram to an empirical case, Sidney illuminates
overlooked impacts of fair housing and
community reinvestment policies and extends
their theories to the study of local politics and
nonprofit organizations. Sidney argues forcefully
that understanding the link between national
policy and local groups sheds light on our failure
to reduce discrimination and segregation. As
battles over fair housing continue, her book
helps us understand the shape of the battlefield
and the prospects for victory. (Source)

As Long as They Don't Move Next Door:
Segregation and Racial Conflict in American
Neighborhoods
Stephen Grant Meyer, 2 0 0 0

Unfair Housing: How National Policy Shapes
Community Action

Check out from Print collection

Mara S. Sidney, 2 0 0 3

Despite the commonly held perception that
most northern citizens embraced racial equality,

Check out from Print collection

As Long As They Don't Move Next Door

A former undercover investigator for a fair
housing advocacy group, Sidney takes readers
into the neighborhoods of Minneapolis and
Denver to show how federal housing policy
actually works. She examines how these laws
played out in these cities and reveals how they

graphically demonstrates the variety of methods
including violence and intimidation, unjust laws,
restrictive covenants, discrimination by realtors
and mortgage lenders, and white flight to
suburban enclaves―used by whites to thwart
the racial integration of their neighborhoods.
Author Stephen Meyer offers the first full length
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national history of American race relations
examined through the lens of housing
discrimination, and he forces readers to confront
and re-evaluate the deep and enduring division
between the races. Although this is a
discomforting analysis, which concludes that
housing discrimination still exists, it is only a
clearer understanding of our shared racial past
that will enable Americans to create a
successful prescription for fighting intolerance.
An original and captivating study that
illuminates overlooked groups and individuals
committed to the national struggle for civil
rights, this is important reading for anyone
interested in African-American history. (Source)

American Apartheid: Segregation and the
Making of the Underclass
Douglas S. Massey and Nancy A. Denton,
1993
Check out from Print collection

American Apartheid shows how the black ghetto
was created by whites during the first half of the
twentieth century in order to isolate growing
urban black populations. It goes on to show
that, despite the Fair Housing Act of 1 9 6 8 ,
segregation is perpetuated today through an
interlocking set of individual actions,
institutional practices, and governmental
policies. In some urban areas the degree of
black segregation is so intense and occurs in so
many dimensions simultaneously that it
amounts to "hypersegregation." (Source)
For more information, resources and to
get involved, visit www.FairHousing.realtor
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